
Schools go virtual because COVID 
variants infecting many

Schools across Pennsylvania 
have been going in and out of  
virtual learning. Going virtual has 
been seen as a better and smarter 
technique instead of  possibly putting 
teachers, staff  and students in harm’s 
way from COVID-19. A lot of  
colleges and schools in Pennsylvania 
are going virtual due to students 
being sick or outbreaks in the 
building. Through December 2021 
and January 2022 new variants have 
been growing. These schools are 
closing for the safety of  everyone 
who works or learns there. 

On Jan. 20, 2020, the first ever 
COVID-19 case was reported in the 
U.S. Now in 2022, over 334 million 
cases have been reported and around 
ten variants. There has been a huge 
uptake in COVID-19 cases ever 
since the winter months of  2020.  
These alarming statistics have been 
shocking to many schools and this 
is causing them to go virtual. Virtual 
learning is seen as a great way to 
continue having school in a safe 
way. When you have virtual learning 
it is absolutely impossible to get a 
sickness or virus from anyone which 

is really great when COVID-19 is 
spreading really fast throughout 
schools. 

Penn State University’s website 
states that Penn State to start spring 
semester in person, as planned, 
Omicron variant detected at 
University Park campus, Penn State 
strongly recommends COVID-19 
boosters to employees and students, 
and indoor masking requirement set 
to remain in effect into the spring 
2022 semester. 

“Penn 
State didn’t go 
virtual, they are 
one of  the few 
universities to not 
go virtual.

My son is part 
of   the Board 
of  Trustees, 
and makes a lot 
of  decisions 
at the school,” 
Mr. Culler, 7th 
grade geography 
teacher and father 
of  a Penn State 
student, said. 

Penn State 
is one of  the 
few universities 
that have stayed 
in-person, but 

they are doing it in a very safe way. 
Overall we can see that whether 
people are getting their education in-
person or online schools are doing 
everything they can to keep their 
students and staff  safe and together.
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At our school, if  students are medically excused they can join a 
virtual Google Meet for their classes. 
Photo by Chelsea Parks
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What is going to happen to snow days?

Social media threats in school 

In many schools around the 
area, there have been threats toward 
schools posted on social media. Kids 
have been posting these comments 
so that they can skip class or not 
have to go to school. There have 
been bomb and school shooting 
threats coming from Facebook and 
other social media platforms. These 
threats have caused fear and anxiety 
for educators, students, and parents. 
Some schools have gone virtual 
because there have been so many 
threats. 

Throughout December 
2021 over 800 threats have been 
recorded. This number has increased 
dramatically. On Dec. 17, 2021, 
schools nationwide experienced 
threats on TikTok that caused many 
students and others to be anxious, 
nervous, and worried about coming 
to school. There were no threats that 
were directed to Freedom, therefore 

some still came to school. Because 
of  these threats over 121 students, 
just in middle school, stayed home 
from school because of  that school 
threat that was posted on social 
media. This is a great example that 
proves how these threats can cause 
anxiety to be spread to a bunch of  
people and this was just one threat. 
Imagine this time over 800 for all 
the threats that have been broadcast 

throughout Pennsylvania schools.
“Several schools have been 

seeing threats on social media. 
Schools nationwide were affected by 
this latest threat and some are going 
virtual if  any threat is too serious. 

We are using our resources to try 
to track down any threat whether it’s 
on social media or anywhere else. We 
will bring in more controls to help 
secure schools with officers from 
different areas to keep our schools 
safe. Some threats are posting 
pictures of  weapons, and whoever is 
behind the threats will be arrested, a 
lot of  kids want to skip school and 
that is why they post these threats. 
This is something you will have to 
keep in mind to stay safe. We gave 
information to teachers to keep 
the school secure, and school life is 
different because of  these threats. I 
hope that there will not be any more 
threats, but social media is used 
commonly, and students have been 
struggling because of  virtual and not 
being in school,” Officer Rick Jones, 
school resource officer, stated. 

stella haney 
Grade 7
Writer

Do you remember the days 
when there was a lot of  snow 
outside?And how we couldn’t go 
to school because the snow was 
covering our driveways and blocking 
our doors? Well those are called 
snow days. We all love snow days 
because that means no school.

Ever since 2019 when 
COVID-19 started we haven’t been 
having any snow days. Instead of  
just taking off  for the day and not 
having any school,we have been 
doing online virtual classes which 
were at home. Before 2019 we had 
many snow days and some of  them 
just didn’t last a day, they lasted 
about a week. It was also hard for 

tayler dalesandro 
Grade 5
Writer

The snowflakes are falling on a snow day. 
Photo by tayler dalesandro

Threats to schools are beoming more 
common on social media sites such as Tik 
Tok and Snapchat.
Photo by stella haney

Continued on PaGe 9
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Kindness added to PAWS cards
Program adds goals due to student behaviors

Students’ behaviors have 
changed since we were virtual last 
school year. This behavior has 
included acting up in the hallways, 
bathrooms, classrooms, and more. 
There are many great leaders 
spreading kindness in Freedom, but 
some of  the students have been 
doing the opposite.

“The hallway behavior before 
COVID, I think we were going 
in a really good direction,” Dr. 
Ryan Smith, FMS Principal, stated. 
“Now the directors of  the PAWS 
committee changed what the “S” 
stands for. It used to stand for 
success, meaning if  you achieved 
the P, the A, and the W, it would 
lead you to success. What the PAWS 
committee wanted was that being 
successful for being the P, A, W, and 
the S would also bring you to spread 
kindness.” Smith also said. 

What the PAWS committee did 
was change the S in PAWS. Now it 
stands for “spread kindness.”

 “Hopefully when we add 
kindness to the PAWS cards it will 
be a reminder that we need to be 
kind to one another,” Miss Heiman, 
FMS Librarian and PAWS coach, 
said. “Although a lot of  the students 
have been spreading kindness we 
should improve the way we act. The 
whole reason we started PAWS in 
the middle school was so people 
could be kind to others and not to 

be rude.”
“In the school, I see kids 

pushing each other especially getting 
in their lockers, pushing their lockers 
shut and kids have told me they are 
taking stuff  out of  their lockers and 
they are stealing the name tags off  
the lockers,” Mrs. Strati, sixth grade 
teacher, said. “I think the PAWS 

team is doing a nice job and I think 
it is great they are adding spread 
kindness because I think kindness 
goes right with respect,” Strati 
stated. 

The new PAWS cards will be 
coming this February! We think that 
we can improve our behavior and 
have a great school year.

PaiGe kramPy 
olivia mason

Grade 6
Writers

“Believe You Can” sign located in the seventh and eighth grade hallway.
Photo by olivia mason 
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Time for PAWS
Find out more about the PAWS system

Do you ever wonder how the 
process for PAWS Prizes works? 
Well you’re about to find out! The 
PAWS Prizes system started in the 
2016-2017 school year. PAWS is 
used to change student behavior. 
The PAWS System falls behind 
something called PBIS (positive 
behavior, supports and intervention). 
PBIS teaches students to  behave 
in a different way.  Students can 
earn PAWS cards throughout the 
day by making good behavior 
choices. When this good behavior is 
rewarded it shows more.

Kids can suggest opinions for 
the prizes. Miss Heiman, middle 
school Librarian and PAWS coach, 
does all the shopping for the prizes.  

“Our school should have the 
best behaved students because of  
PAWS,” Pearl Klaiber, fifth grader, 
said. Our PAWS program helps 
students improve their behavior. It 
teaches the students that sometimes 

you don’t get rewarded or 
recognized when you do good. For 
example sometimes when you do 
good you don’t always get a PAWS 
Pass or Prize. 

The middle school’s PAWS Team 
is the following teachers: Mrs. Miller, 
Miss Hieman, Mrs. Boyd,  Mr. 
Culler, Mrs. Post, Mr. DeNome, Mr. 

Derickson, Ms. 
Rickard, Mrs. 
Glover, Mrs. 
Stewart, Mr. 
Brandt, and Dr. 
Smith.

Miss 
Heiman 
sometimes does 
bigger prizes 
at the end of  
the school 
year. If  the 
students don’t 
like a prize Miss 
Heiman won’t 
get it again. We 
have a great 
system. The 
Elementary also 
uses the PAWS 
System. The 

Middle School started in 2016 and 
the Elementary started in 2019. We 
are lucky to have such awesome 
students and teachers.

brooke sarvey 
katelyn vandeCar

Grade 5
Writers

Students drop PAWS cards into bins. 
Photo by brooke sarvey and katelyn vandeCar  
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On Jan. 7, Serbian Christmas 
is celebrated by members of  the 
Serbian Orthodox Church. Serbian 
Christmas is similar to Christmas, 
which most of  us celebrate on 
December 25, but it is celebrated by 
members of  the Orthodox Church 
on January 7.

Do you know what Serbian 
Christmas is?  Most people don’t 
know that it’s a holiday.  For 
example, most of  us eat turkey or 
chicken on Christmas, but for the 
Serbians, it is tradition to fast on 
Christmas Eve and eat a whole pig 
the next day. They also will split the 
pig to make grape leaves. It may 
sound a bit strange, right? Well, it’s 
not what it sounds, grape leaves are 
actually a meat mixture wrapped in 
a leaf. Usually the meat will be beef  
or pork. 

 Serbians use a calendar called 
the “Gregorian Calendar”. This is 
why Serbian Christmas is celebrated 
on  Jan. 7 instead of  Dec. 25.

“My dad, who is 100% Serbian, 
has only ever celebrated January 
7 since I was born. He doesn’t 
celebrate the 25 at all. Since my 
mother married him and I wasn’t 
raised that way, I have always had 
two Christmas days. It was confusing 
as a child and I would hesitate to tell 

friends because I was “different.” 
As I grew up I began to embrace 
my culture and let others enjoy the 
love of  our family traditions and 
holiday,” Nadine Padezanin, Mayor 
of  Freedom, said.

Serbian tradition is to go to 
church on Christmas and then go 
outside to have a bonfire. You have 
the male of  the family come into the 
house on Christmas Eve  and you 
toss rice at him. He brings in the 
hay which represents the hay from 
baby Jesus’s manger and lays the hay 
under the table. Then the day of  
Christmas, the first male into your 

home gives all the silver from his 
pocket to bring the family good luck 
for the year.

Serbian Christmas is a time 
for love and family just like 
Christmas on the 25 and has very 
many similarities and differences. 
Christmas will always be about one 
thing; to celebrate Jesus’s birth with 
family and friends.

Serbian Christmas and what it is

Christmas Day feast after fasting the previous night.
Photo by nadine Padezanin. used with Permission. 
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Since 1880, temperatures have 
risen 0.14 degrees Fahrenheit, or 
0.08 degrees Celsius, per decade.

A study conducted by 
NOAA, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, 
concluded that 2020 - nearly tied 
to 2016 - had the highest recorded 
general global temperature. This 
mainly applied to land areas, with 
temperatures rising 1.76 degrees 
Fahrenheit (0.98 degrees Celsius) 
above average. With climate reaching 
a new-found high, expected changes 
in winter conditions have been a 
concern. 

NOAA’s winter outlook 
- expanding from December 
2021 to February 2022 - made a 
prediction that the southern U.S. 
will experience above-average 
temperatures, accompanied with 
a La Nina climate pattern. This 
climate pattern brings warmer, 
drier winter conditions across the 
South. A drought is expected to 
trail through the West, up to the 
Northwest. Over the past year, 
this drought has lingered amongst 
this region, and will continue to be 
widespread in most areas. The Great 
Lakes, Ohio Valley, and the northern 
Rockies will be primarily affected by 
a wetter-than-usual environment. 

The climate process, and the 
sudden changes that have recently 
occurred, is not primarily influenced 
by nature, but human activity as 

well. Scientists 
ascribed most 
global warming 
trends as part of  
the greenhouse 
effect, a 
process where 
greenhouse 
gases in the 
atmosphere 
encapture the 
heat produced 
from the 
sun. Human 
activities, 
distinctively 
referring to 
the usage of  fossil fuels, broaden 
the unnatural process. Fossil fuels 
are the main source of  heat and 
electricity in many homes and 
businesses from there on. Due to 
centuries of  burning oil and coal, 
atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2), 
or mixing of  carbon dioxide and 
oxygen, surged greatly. Over two 
million metric tons of  greenhouse 
gases have been released into the 
atmosphere since the First Industrial 
Revolution. 

Increasing the atmospheric 
carbon dioxide brings multiple 
consequences, differing mainly 
depending on geographic location. 
Definite results of  the greenhouse 
effect are difficult to specify, but 
it is likely that Earth will become 
warmer, overall increase in water 
evaporation and precipitation, 
increase in sea levels, and worsening 
droughts; according to an article 

published by NASA.  
Major corporations are making 

headway towards eliminating their 
carbon footprint. Microsoft, for 
example, is planning on going 
carbon negative by 2030, and 
entirely eliminating their carbon 
emissions by 2050. Taking a 
principled approach, Microsoft 
aims to launch new technology that 
will help consumers reduce their 
individual carbon footprint. 

It is important for people, 
individually, to undertake issues 
involving climate change themselves. 
A possible, impactful step into 
tackling climate change is to rely 
on renewable energy sources - such 
as wind energy, tidal energy, solar 
power, geothermal energy -  to fulfill 
the same tasks as fossil fuels. Human 
actions have inadvertently tampered 
with natural processes on earth, 
resulting in sudden, drastic changes 
in global weather conditions - most 
noticeably, winter conditions. 
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Human activities, nature combine to 
drastically change the look of winter

Rising since 1880, global temperatures have hit a sudden high. 
Photo Credit: tom raftery from Creative Commons

Calla reynolds
Grade 8

Copy editor
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Do you have a rare birthday?
Rare birthdays that are sure to surprise you

Today most people can’t wait 
for their birthdays. People all over 
the world have different birthdays, 
although so many people are born 
in a single day. The average number 
of  people born worldwide in a single 
day is about 385,000 babies. So in 
a year that means there are about 
140,525,000 people born. Of  course, 
so many people are born every 
month. But have you ever wondered: 
What is the rarest month to be 
born? 

Unfortunately we don’t really 
know worldwide since the results for 
2022 are not yet available. However 
we do have reports from 2021. 
Before we tell you about the rarest 
birthdays around the world let’s 
start with the most common ones. 
Though it may come as a shock, 
based on our middle school records,  
September happens to be the most 
common month to be born with 
45, and the least popular Freedom 
birthday is in June with just 27 
birthdays. 

Now let’s get to the rarest 
birthdays. Just going by the month, 
our school’s records show that June 
is the rarest month with only 27 
birthdays! On the contrary around 
the world, it seems that February is 
in fact the rarest month to be born 
with only 319,235 births!  Of  course 
we have to mention the runner 

ups. According to our 
school records August 
was the second rarest 
birthday with only 
42 birthdays. Now 
we finally get to the 
bottom of  the list with 
all of  the least popular 
birthdays. But I think 
we should get down to 
the point.

Pearl klaiber
GraCe lovy

Grade 5
Writers

The graph above compares the number of  worldwide births each month to the number of  
FMS birthdays each month. 
GraPh by Pearl klaiber and 
GraCe lovy
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Overlooked holidays: how they are 
celebrated and why

Holidays.  There are Christmas, 
Easter, and Thanksgiving. Those 
aren’t the only holidays. There are 
more you may not hear about. For 
example, Giant Panda Bear day takes 
place on March 16, celebrating all 
the Giant Pandas to bring awareness 
that these animals are going extinct. 
As of  2020, there are less than 2,000 
of  these creatures left in the wild. 

Another holiday that isn’t often 
heard of  and celebrated is National 
Pi day. It is on March 14 because it is 
3/14. This holiday is not celebrating 
the pie that we eat like apple and 
pumpkin pie. This day is celebrating 
the math symbol Pi ( 3.14). This 
number goes on and on. It never 

ends. That is why it was abbreviated 
to 3.14. 

“I like to celebrate Pi Day by 
doing math and eating pie instead 
of  cake, ” Izzy Brien said, fourth 
grader. 

As well as these holidays, 
there are lots of  others. There is 
International Sports Car Racing 
Day on March 19, Peanut Butter 
Lovers Day on March 1, Appreciate 
a Dragon Day on January 16, and 
many more.

Some upcoming holidays in the 
month of  February include National 
Dark Chocolate Day on February 1, 
National Clean Out Your Computer 
Day on February 14, Annoy 
Squidward Day on February 15, 
National Cabbage Day on February 
17 and lots of  others.

National Popcorn Day is dedicated to all 
types of  popcorn and is one of  America’s 
favorite snack foods.
Photo used under Creative 
Commons liCense

CooPer brien
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Writer

Fifth grade makes totem poles

Mrs. Boyd’s fifth grade class is 
working on a project that involves 
totem poles in social studies. Totem 
poles are very unique to the Native 
American culture, considering their 
history.

 Totem poles started off  
historically with Northwest Native 
Americans in 1860 by Nuxalk, 
Haida, Kwakwaka’wakw, Tsimshian, 
and Łingít tribes. Totem poles were 
made by Native Americans to tell 
stories and pass down through 
generations. These poles were made 

from cedar trees, a large, coniferous 
evergreen tree. Totem Poles can get 
up to 20 meters in height. These 
poles were put in front of  Plank 
Houses to let people know what 
clan they are. Totem poles were also 
made for a member’s clan family in 
each Plank home.

This project is to make a totem 
animal from a page of  100 animals 
to pick from. Students painted in the 
colors of  red, blue, yellow, purple, 
green, black, and white. The goal is 
for students to make the poles then 
they will present them to the class, 
following along with a little writing 

Cassidy Kuntz paints totem pole animals 
in Mrs. Boyd’s room on Friday, Jan. 21.
Photo by abiGail tedesCo

abiGail tedesCo 
Grade 5
Writer

Continued on PaGe 9
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the teachers and students because 
all the teachers’ lesson plans for that 
day couldn’t be used. Which meant 
they had to mess around with the 
next day’s lesson plans and try to fit 
the day before lesson plans into the 
next day’s lesson plans. The students 
also get a shorter Spring break 
because April 13 and 14 are part 
of  the Spring break but if  we had 
a snow day one of  the days from 
Spring break would be used in place.

Snow days can also be very fun 
because instead of  sitting inside a 

classroom all day and doing work, 
you get to do so much more fun 
things like go sledding, have a 
snowball fight, and watch movies, 
and a lot more. There are also some 
things that are not fun on snow days 
like not being able to hang out with 
your friends, not being able to see 
your teachers and having summer 
break be shorter. Snow days can 
also cause a lot of  problems like not 
being able to get outside of  your 
house. Also not being able to drive 
on the roads because they are very 
slippery. And there also are a lot 
more problems that could happen 

on a snow day.
“Snow days are determined 

by the superintendent. The 
superintendent talks with the road 
crew and others schools which 
determines if  we are going to have a 
snow day. If  the snow was too bad 
to get to school instead of  having 
a complete snow day and having 
to make up another day of  school 
during the summer we would go 
virtual instead. We will go virtual for 
as long as we need to,” Principal Dr. 
Smith said.

What is going to happen to snow days?
Continued from PaGe 2

paragraph. Totem poles are very 
unique and they are very special to 
the Northwest nations. 

“I think this is a good 
opportunity for the students to learn 

about the cultures that each nation 
has,” Mrs. Boyd, fifth grade teacher, 
stated. 

“I was really excited about this 
project because I got to learn more 
about Totem Poles,” Anneliese 
Messenger, fifth grade student, said.

“It’s a pretty good project, and 
I thought it would be hard, but it 
wasn’t super hard,” Ryley Tavern, 
fifth grade student, said.

Totem pole project
Continued from PaGe 8
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We’ve all been in an argument 
about Minecraft and Fortnite 
and Roblox but who was actually 
correct?  According to Forbes 
magazine these are the top ten 
downloaded games on ipad: 

Subway Surfers: 191 million 
Subway Surfers is a game where you 
run through three different paths 
and two are blocked. 

Roblox: 182 million Roblox is a 
sandbox game where you can create 
and play other peoples games! 

 Bridge Race: 169 million Collect 

as many bricks as you in bridge race!  
You must build stairs to reach the 
top.

  Garena Free Fire - New Age: 
154 million is the ultimate survival 
shooter game. Each 10-minute game 
places you on a remote island where 
you are pit against 49 others!  

 Among Us: 152 million Among 
Us is a classic murder mystery game 
where you can play online and with 
friends. 

 Hair Challenge:  138 million in 
hair challenge you collect hair and 
watch out don’t let your hair get cut!

  Join Clash: 136 million Join 
clash is a game where collect people 

and use them to fight other groups.

 8 Ball Pool: 130 million 8 ball 
pool is a classic game of  pool but 
online. 

 Ludo King: 125 million ludo 
king is your normal ludo except on 
your device.

 Candy Crush Saga: 119 million 
we’ve all 
heard 
of  this 
classic 
candy-
themed  
match-
three 
game.

The top ten video games in 2021
shane mCGowan

Grade 5
Writer

Caroline bender
Grade 6
Writer
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 The winter season is half  
way over and the boys middle school 
basketball season is coming to a 
close. The boys began practicing 
mid-way through November and 
their first game of  the season was 
on Dec. 14 against South Side. Since 
then, the Freedom eighth grade team 
has a 3-7 record and the seventh 
grade team has a 4-5 record . 

Although things have improved 
from last year there are still a lot of  
things that the team would like to 
get better at. 

“One thing we can improve on 
is just keeping our anger level down 
and not fouling as much,” Garrett 
Drutarosky, 8th grade basketball 
player, said. 

With every team there are things 
that you can work on and things that 
you do well. Both of  the boys teams 
have very good transition offense 

and can work well under stressful, 
close games. Both of  the teams have 
drastically improved from last year’s 
season. 

“ teamwork has improved and 
our ball movement is a lot cleaner, 
we also play like we know what we 
are doing instead of  just running 
around aimlessly,” Drutarosky said. 

The seventh grade team is 
setting their eyes on having an even 
better Mmddle school basketball 
season next year while the eighth 
grade team looks ahead onto playing 
for the high school team next 
season. All in all both teams had 
a great season and there is a lot to 
look forward to watching both of  
these teams play again next year!

Freedom boys basketball season begins
bryson deal

Grade 8
editor-in-Chief

Jay Mohrbacher, 8th grader, goes up for a layup in the game against Quaker Valley at 
home on Jan. 6.
Photo by wyatt miller

Sports
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Wrestling is off  to a strong 
start with the Freedom wrestling 
team. However, the wrestling team 
has also had a few bumps and 
struggles. Due to the basketball 
team practicing in the gym, and 
the high school being occupied,the 
wrestling team has been practicing in 
the gymnasium of  the Elementary 
school. This is counterproductive 
to having after-school practices, 
because the team has to wait until 
3:40 p.m., after the elementary 
students are dismissed, to start 
practice. This is a slight problem 
because then they only have about 
one hour to actually wrestle, the 
other hour is just hallway drills.

 The team has had a fairly 

eventful year, with two dual matches, 
two tournaments, and two regular 
matches. While winning most of  
their matches (exact record is not 
available). 

 The coaches of  the team are 
ZJ Ward and Rob Muron, who set 
up matches and coach the practices. 
Head Coach of  the Freedom Area 
High School wrestling team, Zeke 

Stroupe, also helps out 
the junior high team 
whenever possible, and 
former high school 
wrestling coach, Coach 
Covert, is also an 
assistant coach.

  “My favorite 
part of  wrestling is 
hanging out with 
the boys,’’ says Zack 
Kuntz, eighth grader. 
Wrestling is a great 
area to make friends, 
whether it’s at practice 
or with kids from 
another school at 
matches. Everyone is 
great in the wrestling 
community!

Freedom wrestling off to a great start
Charles brenCkle

Grade 8
sports editor

Eighth grader, Richie Horgos puts opponent in headlock and returns opponent to the mat 
in the wrestling match at Laurel.
Photo by Charles brenCkle
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Freedom Voices

Yes, I think we should 
go back to wearing masks, 
because as we all know there 
is a virus going on, and lots of  
kids, parents, and teachers are 
getting sick. I think we could 
try and prevent this by wearing 
masks.

“I think masks help keep 
us safe,” Anneliese Messenger, 
fifth grader, said. 

I do agree that masks are 
annoying, but I would rather 
wear an annoying mask than 
come  home sick because I 
didn’t wear a mask.

“I wear a mask, so I can stay a little safer,” 
Miss Heiman, Librarian, said. A lot of  schools are 
going virtual because of  this. Our school has had 
a lot more Covid cases because we don’t wear our  
masks. Now that there is a bigger chance we will 
go virtual and there are a lot of  students that don’t 
pay attention to the teacher while they are talking.                                                                                                                                        
So as you can see, a mask could help a lot.

“I try to keep my germs to myself,” Miss Heiman 
said. Lots of  people don’t wear their masks and spread 
germs everywhere. 

Should you actually wear a mask?

Kids are reading in Mrs. Boyd’s classroom with masks and 
without masks on Jan 7.
Photo by hannah metzGer

No, all those people say 
you should go back to wearing 
a mask. I don’t think we 
should because some teachers 
and students have breathing 
problems and masks make the 
disease worse. Fifth grader 
Katilin Evans stated that it 
is sometimes hard for her to 
breathe too. Some people get 
bad acne from wearing masks  
because you have to keep 
on re-washing your reusable 
masks. A lot of  kids and adults 
are allergic to soaps in fabric 
softeners and detergents so 

they can’t wash their mask and could get acne. 
With disposable masks you will run out of  masks. 

Masks are very expensive nowadays. It can cost $7 per 
mask. Students can also pretend they drink from water 
bottles. Students also wear masks under their noses. 
When you do that, it’s the same as not wearing one at all. 

“Well I think now kids have a choice whether to 
wear a mask or not,” Mr. Gregg, art teacher, said. 

Masks are also making more garbage to the world. 
The disposable masks get thrown away into the ocean. 
It can take 450-500 years for them to decompose. 
Sometimes reusable masks fall out of  cars, and get left 
there forever, and ever. 

hannah metzGer
Grade 5
Writer

The Freedom students and staff  may know that you don’t have to wear a 
mask anymore. Some people agree with it and some people don’t like it at all. 
Here are some of  our opinions.

YES! NO!
soPhia bruCe

Grade 5
Writer
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With students coming back full time this year, the 

academic support period has been through some major 
changes so far. The 5th and 6th graders have kept their 
academic support period which serves as a study hall in 
their 9th period. The 7th and 8th graders make a jump 
moving their academic support to their 1st period. The 
academic support classes are a free period in which 
students are able to complete homework and other things. 

“I like it because if  I don’t get my homework done at 
home, I can get it done at school.” Hannah Welsh, seventh 
grader, said. Academic support allows the students who 
don’t have time or supplies at home to do their homework, 
time to do it at school. At school they have teachers 
and other students who can help them too if  they don’t 
understand the material. 

“There are going to be rotations like math support, 
ELA support, there will be time where you can just have 
time for homework, and we will do small groups of  
students who are struggling with mental health,’’ Dr. Ryan 
Smith, principal of  middle school, said. The rotations will 
help students who need hands-on help with that specific 
subject to receive it from teachers who teach that subject. 
Not only will the new academic support program work 
on schoolwork, it will focus on kids, mental health and 
behavior mental issues. The academic support will also stay 
as a time where kids are able to work on their schoolwork. 
The classes will provide help while kids are doing their 
work. 

“Some of  the grades are already doing that, but the 
first official launch will be 7th grade on next Friday the 
28th,”Dr. Smith said. There will be an assembly held 
during the first period and the new rotations will start 
Monday, Jan. 31. The eighth grade students met on Jan. 20 
to talk about what changes are going to be made and when 
they will start seeing the new rotations.

Administration adds 
more structure to 
Academic Support 

Chloe lundy
Grade 7

Website editor
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FUNDRAISING
 ❄ Zroni Rolls & J&J hoagies
 ❄ Starts Feb. 2
 ❄ Turn in Feb. 16
 ❄ Pick-up March 8 from 2:30 - 5:00 in MS 

auditorium
 ❄ 7th and 8th grade sales benefit individual 

accounts for field trips
 ❄ 5th and 6th grade sales benefit general fund

Field TRIPS
 ❄ February 10 in the MS cafeteria
 ❄ 6-7 p.m.
 ❄ Payment due & Information

STEAM Night
 ❄ February 15
 ❄ 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
 ❄ Need to register for the area you would like 

to attend. Links are on the FMS Parents Facebook 
page. 

 ❄ This has been funded by several grants and 
promises to be a fantastic experience. 
MEETING

 ❄ Our next meeting is March 8 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the MS Library. 

Students in middle school and high 
school recently took a survey and one of  the 
questions was about adding a new type of  class. 
Surprisingly many students loved the idea and 
many different types of  classes were requested. 
The most popular were home economics, 
personal finance, and foreign language classes. 
Adding a new class could be very beneficial 
for students. It would give them something to 
look forward to during the school day. It would 
also give them more options when it comes to 
electives.  When students are passionate about 
what they are learning they excel very quickly. 

“When we give students more choice we see 
more engagement and less disciplinary issues,” 
middle school principal Dr. Smith said.

 Not only would that class be enjoyable but 
it would make the whole day more exciting. The 
largest deterrent for adding a class is availability 
and space. To create space for a new class we 
would have to get creative but it would be 
worth it. Many students aren’t satisfied with the 
electives we have now because not everyone has 
the same interests. However in the future we 
hope to provide more elective class options. To 
choose a class to add we would have to check 
for teachers that are available.  There is a good 
possibility that we will add an elective class but 
nothing is final. The electives we have right now 
are amazing but it would be cool to add a few 
more.

New electives 
needed?
Many students want 
more variety of 
elective classes

Cameron stumPf
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